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This is a peer-review report submitted for the paper
“Establishing Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance in the
Water and Environment Sector in a Resource-Limited Setting:
Methodical Qualitative and Quantitative Description of
Uganda’s Experience From 2021 to 2023”

Round 1 Review

General Comments
This paper [1] is timely and presents data on antimicrobial
resistance (AMR) surveillance in the water and environment
sector in a resource-limited setting.

Specific Comments

Methodology
“A stepwise approach was employed. Governance structures
were streamlined and sector-specific AMR surveillance guiding
documents developed” -> “were developed”

“Conslusion” -> Check the spelling.

“CONFLICTS OF INTEREST” -> “CONFLICT OF
INTEREST”

Antimicrobial Resistance Governance Establishment
and Enhancement
“To streamline the AMR governance in the water and
environment sector, a sector-specific AMR technical working
group (TWG) was instituted with identified a focal person to
coordinate the surveillance activities in the sector.” (Rewrite
this.)

Major Comments

Enhancement of the Microbiology Capacity of the
National Water Quality Reference Laboratory
I would like to see a description of the testing platforms in this
lab and plans for genomic surveillance of AMR since it reveals
more about the complexity, evolution, and transmission of these
pathogens as seen here.

Minor Comments

AMR Data Generation
“The developed sector-specific AMR surveillance documents
were pretested.” (How was this done?”)

Discussion
Figure 1: It would be important to share this data via a public
dashboard like here [2]. “Liguori et al. have described the
methods as fairly standardized, and an avenue for further
analysis of the recovered isolates including sensitivity testing,
sequence-based typing and whole genome sequencing, which
aid in detecting and identifying antibiotic-resistant genes and
genetic elements [3].” And virulence factors [4].

Authors should also discuss making a sentence on the
contribution of environmental wastewater sequencing.

As a way forward, I wish to request the authors set up a public
dashboard to share this important AMR surveillance data to
stakeholders beyond the TWG as seen here [5].
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